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The English version is followed by Georgian, Romanian, Turkish, and Ukrainian.

Press release
For immediate release
12 June 2025

“Blueing the Black Sea” Project Officially
Launched in Istanbul to Tackle Marine
Pollution and Advance Regional Cooperation

The project was officially launched today in Istanbul, on the
sidelines of a high-level gathering of national and regional
stakeholders committed to restoring the health of the Black Sea.

Istanbul, Turkiye.— The project, financed by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and
implemented by the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) on behalf of The
World Bank, brings together governments, regional institutions, and civil society to deliver
innovative solutions to reduce land-based pollution and support sustainable development
in the Black Sea region.

As one of the most polluted seas in Europe, the Black Sea faces growing threats from
untreated wastewater, agricultural runoff, marine litter, and industrial discharge. The
“Blueing the Black Sea” Project (BBSEA) will address these challenges through regional
coordination, improved governance, and investment in pollution-reducing technologies.

Over the course of its three-year implementation period, running through 2028, the project
will work closely with national and regional actors to support technical assistance,
knowledge exchange, pipeline development for pollution-reduction investments, and the
strengthening of institutional and regulatory frameworks.

An important component of the initiative is the launch of the Eco-Innovation Challenge,
which will identify and support scalable, locally driven solutions for reducing marine
pollution — from green startups to community-based innovations.

“This project represents a vital step toward reversing environmental decline in the Black
Sea. By supporting countries to act collectively with innovative tools and shared
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knowledge, BBSEA creates the foundation for lasting impact,” said Cosmin Buteica,
Senior Environmental Specialist at the World Bank.

“UNOPS is working closely with countries and partners to operationalize solutions that are
technically sound, scalable, and regionally aligned. BBSEA is a platform for action —
linking policy, innovation, and investment to reduce pollution and protect the Black Sea,”
said Simonetta Siligato, Director of UNOPS Austria Multi-Country Office.

The project provides targeted support to Georgia, Moldova, Turkiye, and Ukraine, helping
the countries to strengthen their environmental management frameworks and implement
practical, science-based responses to pollution. While the current focus is on these four
countries, the project is designed as a regional platform, with the potential to extend
support and foster collaboration with other Black Sea countries in future phases.

The BBSEA project reflects growing political will and shared regional commitment to
protect one of Europe’s most ecologically and economically important marine ecosystems.

The event was kindly hosted by the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation
(BSEC), a long-standing regional partner that has played a key role in facilitating dialogue,
strengthening regional coordination, and laying the groundwork for the project's launch.

The total budget of the project is USD 6.39 million, funded by the Global Environment
Facility (GEF).

Caption: “Blueing the Black Sea” Project (BBSEA) was launched as part of a steering committee meeting that took place on 10 and 11
June 2025 in Istanbul. Downl in high resolution

[ENDS]
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Press contact details

Ramona Lupu, Communications Manager at UNOPS Austria Multi-Country Office
ramonal@unops.org

About UNOPS Austria Multi-Country Office

Since opening its Vienna office in 2019, UNOPS Austria Multi-Country Office (AUMCO) has
served as a central management hub, effectively executing UNOPS mission across 12
countries in Austria, Albania, Kosovo, Turkiye, the South Caucasus and Central Asia.
UNOPS has focused on promoting sustainable development, improving infrastructure, and
fostering partnerships that empower communities throughout these regions. Read more:
WWWw.unops.org/austria
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Comunicat de presa
Pentru difuzare imediata
12 iunie 2025

Proiectul ,Ecologizarea Marii Negre” (,Blueing
the Black Sea” - BBSEA) a fost lansat oficial la
Istanbul pentru combaterea poluarii marine
Si consolidarea cooperarii regionale

Proiectul a fost lansat oficial astazi, la Istanbul, in cadrul unei
reuniuni de nivel inalt care a reunit parti interesate nationale si
regionale angajate in eforturile de refacere a ecosistemului Marii
Negre.

Istanbul, Tiirkiye - Finantat de Facilitatea Globala de Mediu (Global Environment
Facility - GEF) si implementat de Oficiul Natiunilor Unite pentru Servicii de Proiect
(UNOPS), in stransa colaborare cu Banca Mondiala, proiectul reuneste guverne, institutii
regionale si societatea civila pentru a dezvolta solutii inovatoare de reducere a poluarii
provenite de pe uscat si pentru a sprijini dezvoltarea durabila in regiunea Marii Negre.

Marea Neagra, una dintre cele mai poluate mari din Europa, se confrunta cu provocari
majore generate de apele uzate netratate, scurgerile agricole, deseurile marine si
deversarile industriale. Proiectul , Ecologizarea Marii Negre” (,Blueing the Black Sea” -
BBSEA) isi propune sa abordeze aceste probleme printr-o mai buna coordonare regionals,
consolidarea guvernantei si investitii in tehnologii de reducere a poluarii.

Pe parcursul celor trei ani de implementare, pana in 2028, proiectul va colabora cu actori
nationali si regionali pentru a furniza asistenta tehnica, a facilita schimbul de cunostinte, a
dezvolta portofolii de investitii si a intari cadrul institutional si de reglementare in domeniul
protectiei mediului.

Un element-cheie al initiativei il reprezinta lansarea Concursului de Eco-Inovatie,
menit sa identifice si sa sprijine solutii locale si scalabile pentru reducerea poluarii
marine - de la startup-uri verzi, pana la initiative comunitare. Acesta este desfasurat
in cadrul proiectului ,Ecologizarea Marii Negre” (,,Blueing the Black Sea” - BBSEA).
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JAcest proiect reprezintd un pas esential in stoparea degraddrii mediului in Marea
Neagrd. Prin sprijinirea unei actiuni colective bazate pe instrumente inovatoare si schimb
de cunostinte, BBSEA creeazd premisele unui impact de duratd,” a declarat Cosmin
Buteica, specialist principal in mediu Tn cadrul Bancii Mondiale.

.UNOPS colaboreazd indeaproape cu tdrile participante si partenerii implicati pentru a
implementa solutii solide din punct de vedere tehnic, scalabile si aliniate la prioritdtile
regionale. BBSEA este o platformd pentru actiune - care conecteazd politicile, inovatia si

investitiile pentru a reduce poluarea si a proteja Marea Neagrd,” a declarat Simonetta
Siligato, directoarea Biroului Multinational UNOPS din Austria.

Proiectul ofera sprijin directionat pentru Georgia, Moldova, Tiirkiye si Ucraina, sprijinind
consolidarea cadrului de management al mediului si implementarea unor solutii practice,
bazate pe dovezi stiintifice, pentru combaterea poludrii. Desi in aceasta etapa proiectul se
concentreaza asupra celor patru tari, el este conceput ca o platforma regionala, cu
potential de extindere si cooperare cu alte state riverane Marii Negre in etapele urmatoare.

BBSEA reflecta o vointa politica in crestere si un angajament regional comun de a proteja
unul dintre cele mai importante ecosisteme marine din Europa, din punct de vedere
ecologic si economic.

Evenimentul de lansare a fost gazduit cu amabilitate de Organizatia de Cooperare
Economica la Marea Neagra (BSEC), un partener regional de traditie care a avut un rol
esential in facilitarea dialogului, consolidarea coordonadrii si pregatirea lansarii proiectului.

Bugetul total al proiectului este de 6,39 milioane USD, finantat de Facilitatea Globala de
Mediu (GEF).
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Legenda foto: Proiectul ,,Ecologizarea Mdrii Negre” (,Blueing the Black Sea” - BBSEA) a fost lansat in cadrul reuniunii Comitetului
Director, desfdsuratd in perioada 10-11 iunie 2025 la Istanbul. Descarca imaginea in rezolutie inalta

[SFARSIT]

Note pentru redactori
Contact pentru presa:

Ramona Lupu, Manager comunicare, Biroul Multinational UNOPS din Austria

ramonal@unops.org

Despre Biroul Multinational UNOPS din Austria

Infiintat in 2019 la Viena, Biroul Multinational UNOPS din Austria (AUMCO) functioneaza
ca un centru regional de management, sustinand misiunea UNOPS in 12 tari din Austria,
Albania, Kosovo, Turkiye, Caucazul de Sud si Asia Centrald. UNOPS promoveaza dezvoltarea
durabila, modernizarea infrastructurii si parteneriatele care contribuie la consolidarea
comunitatilor din intreaga regiune. Afla mai multe: www.unops.org/austria
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Basin Bulteni
Hemen Yayinlanmak Uzere
12 Haziran 2025

“Karadeniz'in Maviye Donusu” (“Blueing the
Black Sea” - BBSEA) Projesi Istanbul'da
Resmen Baslatildi: Deniz Kirliligiyle Mlcadele
ve Bolgesel Isbirligini Gelistirecek

Buglin istanbul'da, Karadeniz ekosisteminin yeniden
lyilestirilmesine adanmis ulusal ve bolgesel paydaslarin katihmiyla
dUzenlenen Ust duzey bir toplanti cercevesinde proje resmen
baslatildi.

Istanbul, Tiirkiye - Bu proje, Kiiresel Cevre Fonu (Global Environment Facility -
GEF) tarafindan finanse edilmekte ve Birlesmis Milletler Proje Hizmetleri Ofisi
(UNOPS) tarafindan, Dinya Bankasi ile yakin koordinasyon icerisinde
yurutulmektedir. HikUimetleri, bolgesel kurumlari ve sivil toplumu bir araya getirerek
karasal kirliligi azaltan, yenilikci cdzamler gelistirmeyi ve Karadeniz Bolgesi'nde
surdurulebilir kalkinmayi desteklemeyi amacliyor.

Avrupa'nin en kirli denizlerinden biri olan Karadeniz; aritilmamis atiksular, tarimsal
akislar, deniz ¢opleri ve endustriyel desarjlar gibi ciddi ¢evre sorunlariyla karsi karsiya.
“Karadeniz'in Maviye Donusu” (“Blueing the Black Sea” - BBSEA) Projesi, bu sorunlari
bélgesel koordinasyon, gu¢lendirilmis yonetim ve kirliligi azaltan teknolojilere yatirim
yoluyla ele almayi hedefliyor.

2028 yihina kadar, uc yilhk uygulama suresi boyunca proje, teknik yardim saglamak,
bilgi paylasimini kolaylastirmak, kirliligi azaltan yatirim projeleri gelistirmek, ¢cevre
yonetimi icin kurumsal ve duzenleyici ¢cerceveleri guiclendirmek Uzere ulusal ve
bdlgesel paydaslarla yakin isbirligi icinde ¢alisacaktir.

Bu girisimin kilit bilesenlerinden biri Eko-inovasyon Yarismasidir; yerel ve
dlceklenebilir deniz kirliligi azaltma ¢oztmlerini — yesil girisimlerden topluluk
inisiyatiflerine kadar — tanimlayacak ve destekleyecek.
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“Bu proje, Karadeniz'deki cevresel gerilemeyi tersine cevirmek icin kritik bir adim. Ulkeleri
yenilik¢i araglar ve ortak bilgi ile birlikte hareket etmeye destekleyerek BBSEA kalici etki
olusturmak icin temeller atiyor,” dedi Cosmin Buteica, Diinya Bankasi Kidemli Cevre
Uzmani.

“UNOPS, Ulkeler ve ortaklarla teknik acidan saglam, 6lceklenebilir ve bolgesel énceliklerle
uyumlu ¢6ztiimler uygulamak icin yakin isbirligi yapiyor. BBSEA; politika, inovasyon ve
yatirim arasindaki baglantiyr kurarak kirliligi azaltmak ve Karadeniz’i korumak icin bir
eylem platformu,” dedi Simonetta Siligato, UNOPS Avusturya Cok Ulke Ofisi
Direktoru.

Proje, Gurcistan, Moldova, Turkiye ve Ukrayna icin 6zel destek saglar; cevre yonetimi
cercevesini guclendirmeyi ve bilimsel temelli pratik ¢c6zUmler uygulamayi hedefler. Projenin
bu asamasinda odak dort Ulke olsa da, gelecekte Karadeniz kiyisi diger Ulkelere
genisletilecek bdlgesel bir platform olarak tasarlanmistir.

BBSEA, Avrupa'nin ekolojik ve ekonomik olarak en énemli deniz ekosistemlerinden birini
korumaya yonelik artan siyasi irade ve ortak bolgesel taahhddu yansitmaktadir.

Baslatma etkinligi, diyalogu kolaylastirmada, bolgesel koordinasyonu guclendirmede ve
projenin 6nunu agmada hayati rol oynayan uzun sureli bdlgesel ortak Karadeniz
Ekonomik isbirligi Orguti (BSEC) tarafindan nazikce ev sahipligi yapilmistir.

Projenin toplam butcesi 6,39 milyon ABD Dolaridir ve Kiiresel Cevre Fonu (GEF) tarafindan
finanse edilmektedir.
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Editor Notlari
Basin iletisim:

Ramona Lupu, iletisim Midirii, UNOPS Avusturya Cok Ulke Ofisi
ramonal@unops.org

UNOPS Avusturya Cok Ulke Ofisi Hakkinda

2019'da Viyana'da kurulan UNOPS Avusturya Cok Ulke Ofisi (AUMCO), Avusturya,
Arnavutluk, Kosova, Turkiye, GUney Kafkasya ve Orta Asya'daki 12 Ulkede UNOPS'un
misyonunu etkin bir sekilde ylruten bir bolgesel yonetim merkezi olarak gorev
yapmaktadir. UNOPS, surdurulebilir kalkinmayi, altyapinin iyilestiriimesini ve bu
bdlgelerdeki toplumlari gu¢lendiren ortakliklari tesvik etmektedir.

Daha fazla bilgi: www.unops.org/austria
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Mpecpeni3
Ana HerarmHoOro rnoLmnMpeHHs
12 yepBHA 2025

Y Ctambyni ogilinHO 3anyLeHO MPOEKT
«OQuunLeHHda HopHoro mopsa» Ang nojosaHHSA
3abpyAHEeHOCTi Ta NPOCyBaHHSA perioHasbHOI
cnisnpad

3anyck Bigbyscs y Ctambyni, napanenbHo i3 3ycTpivyro
B/ICOKOMOCAAO0BLiB, MPYCBAYEHOI BiJHOB/IEHHIO €eKOCUCTEM
YopHoro mops.

Crambyn, TypeuumHa. — lMpOoeKT, Lo peanisyeTbcs YnpasniHHaM OOH 3 06C1yroByBaHHS
npoekTie (FOHOTC) 3a ¢diHaHcyBaHHSA [nobanbHOro ekonoriyHoro poHAy (FEP) y TicHin
cnisnpavi 3i CBiTOBMM 6aHKOM, ciyryBaTMe MalAaHUYMKOM A8 HaLiOHaNbHUX YPAAIB,
perioHanbHNX YCTaHOB i NPeACTaBHWKIB IPOMaJAHCLKOro CycninbCTBa A1 PO3POOKY i
BNPOBaKEHHS iIHHOBALNHMX pilleHb, CNPAMOBAHNX Ha 3MeHLLEeHHS 3abpyAHeHHS i3 CyLui
Ta CNPUAHHS CTaNIoMy PO3BNTKY HOPHOMOPCHKOrO PerioHy.

YopHe Mope € OAHMM i3 HalbiNbLL 3a6pyAHEHVX Y EBPOMI: NOr0 eKOCUCTEMM NOTepnaTb
Bif, HEOUMLLIEHUX CTIYHUX BOJ, CTOKIB Ci/IbCbKOro rocnofapcraa Ta NpoOMMCIOBOCTI, a TaKoX
TBEpPAOro cMiTTs. MNpoekT «OumnLLeHHS YopHOro Mopsa» Ma€e Ha MeTi No40NaTu L npobaemun
LLIAXOM perioHanbHOI KoopAnHauii, ebekTUBHOro BpAAyBaHHA Ta iHBECTYBaHHSA B
€KONOriYHi TeXHOOril.

MnaHoBa TPMBAaNiCTb MPOEKTY — TPW POKK, A0 2028. MNPOTAromM LbOro 4acy BiH TiCHO
npautoBaTIMe 3 HaLioHaNbHUMN i perioHasbHVIMW FpaBLsaMK, 3a6e3neuyroun TeXHIYHY
Aornomory, 06MiH JOCBII0OM, PO3PO6KY iIHBECTULINHNX MPONO3ULIA ANA 3MEHLLEeHHS
3a6pyAHEHHS, @ TaKOX YA0CKOHANEHHS PeryasaToOpHUX Ta iIHCTUTYLINHUX HOPM.

KnrouoBMM KOMNOHEHTOM NPOEKTY € KOHKYPC «Eco-Innovation Challenge». OpraHizaTopu
PO3PaxoByOTb BUABWTU Ta NIATPUMATU NOKaJbHI PiLLEHHSA A1 3MEHLLEeHHA MOPCbLKOro
3abpyAHEHHS, L0 MatoTb NoTeHLian MaclTabyBaHHS — Bif 3e/leHUX cTapTanis 4o
iIHILiaTVB i3 3aNy4YeHHAM MiCLLeBNX TPOMa.
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«leli npoekm € cymmesum Kpokom 00 N0A0NAHHSA eK0102i4H020 3aHenady YopHo20 Mops.
[liompumyroyu cnineHi Oii KPAIH i3 BUKOPUCMAHHAM IHHOBAYIUHUX IHCMPYMeHmie ma cnifeHuUx
3HOHb, NPOEKM CMBOPIOE NIGBANUHU 0151 00820MPUBA020 NO3UMUBHO20 epeKkmy», —
komeHTye KocmiH ByTelika, CTapLumii cnewianicT i3 nuTaHb ekonorii CBiToBOro 6aHky.

«HOHOIC akmugHO cnignpaytoe 3 ypadamu KpaiH i iHWUMU napmHepamu, abu eminoeamu 8
HUMMSA MEXHIYHO 8UBIPeHi PilleHHSA, W0 KOPUCHI 0151 pe2ioHy ma Marome nomeHyian
mMacwmabysaHHs. Lleli npoekm cmeoproe nnam@opmy 045 cninbHUx 0ili i 06'eOHye pobomy Hao
npagosuMu HOPMAMU, MeXHIYHUMU IHHOBAYIAMU ma iHeecmuyiamu 01 N000AAHHSA
306py0dHeHHs YopHozo mops», — poaae CimoHeTTa, CiniraTto, upekTopka
Mi>kHapoaHoro ogicy FOHOIC B ABCTpii.

MpOoEKT HauineHWin Ha NigTpUMKy I'pysii, Mongosu, TypeuunHu in YkpaiHu. Lli kpaiHu
OTPMMaOTb AOMOMOrY Y BAOCKOHa/IeHHi MPaBOBMX HOPM Yy chepi ynpaBaiHHA AOBKINAAM Ta
peanisauii NpakTUYHKNX 3aX04iB NOAONAHHSA 3abpyaHeHHSA. Hapasi yBara 3ocepexeHa Ha
LMX YOTUPbOX KpaiHax, NPOTe NPOEKT Ai€ AK perioHasbHa naaTthopma i Moxe po3LLMpUTH
CBOO MIATPUMKY A0 iHLWKX KpaiH HOPHOMOPCLKOro 6aceriHy Ha HacTyMHWX eTanax.

MpoekT «OumnLLeHHA HOpHOro Mops» € CBIAYEHHSAM PiLLYYOCTi Ta FOTOBHOCTI MapTHepiB
3aXUCTUTW OZHY 3 HaNBaXJINBILLNX MOPCbKMX eKoCMcTeM EBPONM.

3anyck NpoeKTy BiabyBCs 3a NiaTprMky OpraHisavii YHopHOMOPCbKOro eKOHOMIYHOIO
CNiBPOBITHNLTBA — KJIFOYOBOIO PerioHasbHOro napTHepa, LWo NigTpUMYyeE Aianor, NOCUIKOE
perioHanbHy cniBNpauto Ta 6esnocepesHbO AOKAABCA A0 MiArOTOBKM MNPOEKTY.

BropxeT NpoekTy cknagae 6,39 minbinoHis gon. CLUA. diHaHcyBaHHA 3abe3neuvye
FnobanbHWn ekonoriyHuin doHg (FED).

[KIHELb]
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3aBaHTaXUTW Y BUCOKI PO3AINLHIN 34aTHOCTI

[KIHELb]

[ns pepakrTopis:

KoHTaKT

PamoHa Jlyny, MeHezxepka 3 KOMyHikauii MixxHapogHoro ogicy KOHOTNC B ABCTpil

ramonal@unops.org

Mpo MixkHapoaHwin opic FOHOMC B ABCTpii

Od¢ic KOHOTIC B ABCTpil Npavtoe 3 2019 poky Ta BUKOHYE PYHKLLiIHO KOOPAMHALLT MPOEKTIB Y
12 nokauisx: ABcTpii, AnbaHii, KocoBo*, TypeuumnHi, kpaiHax lNiBgeHHoro KaBkasy Ta
LeHTpanbHoi A3il. B ycix nokauisx KOHOIC npautoe y chepax cTanmx 3akynisesb, PO3BUTKY
iHGpaCTPyKTypu Ta NPOCYBaHHA NapTHEPCTB A5 3abe3neyeHHs CTanoro po3BnTKY rpoMadg.

binbLe iHpopMaLii: www.unops.org/austria


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WCCB3sF3OHo6qNN0z85sORR-93cP9sQC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WCCB3sF3OHo6qNN0z85sORR-93cP9sQC/view
mailto:ramonal@unops.org
http://www.unops.org/austria
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